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Synopsis

Of the various English translations of Freud’s major works to appear in his lifetime, only one was
authorized by Freud himself: The Standard Edition of the Complete Psychological Works of
Sigmund Freud under the general editorship of James Strachey.Freud approved the overall editorial
plan, specific renderings of key words and phrases, and the addition of valuable notes, from
bibliographical and explanatory. Many of the translations were done by Strachey himself; the rest
were prepared under his supervision. The result was to place the Standard Edition in a position of
unquestioned supremacy over all other existing versions.Newly designed in a uniform format, each
new paperback in the Standard Edition opens with a biographical essay on Freud’s life and work

a «along with a note on the individual volumea by Peter Gay, Sterling Professor of History at Yale.
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Customer Reviews

In this study Freud delves into the studies of psycho-analysis and prepares a prognosis that
stipulate his observations. He confesses that this series of lecture are not the entire studies of
psycho-analysis but provide just a glimpse into the subject.In the Study of Hysteria: hysterical
patients have been noted to suffer from prior reminiscences. Their symptoms are residues and
mnemonic symbols of particular traumatic experiences. Not only do the patient remember the
painful experiences of the remote past; but they still cling to them emotionally; they cannot free

themselves of the past and for its sake they neglect what is real and immediate. The fixation of this



mental life to pathogenic traumas is one of the most significant and practically important
characteristics of neurosis. Typically in the pathogenic situations; the patient is emotionally
overwhelmed and is obliged to suppress a powerful instead of allowing its discharge in the
appropriate signs of emotions, words or actions. One is driven to assume that the illness occurred;
because the affects generated in the pathogenic situations had their normal outlet blocked and the
essence of the illness lay in the fact that these “strangulated’ affects were then put to an abnormal
use. In short they remained a permanent burden upon the patient’s mental life and a source of
constant excitation for it.Freud disagrees with Pierre Janet’s thesis that hysterical patients; are
inherently incapable of holding together the municipality of mental process into a unity; arises the
tendency of mental dissociation. Janet in his experiments showed that in hypnosis the lapses of the
supposed lost memories could be brought back. On the contrary Freud suggests that forgotten

memories were not lost.
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